Brushes - Styles and Shapes

With so many styles and shapes from which to choose, it is easy to feel overwhelmed. Here are some of the styles and shapes available.  
Flat brushes: Traditionally twice the length of Brights.  Flats are best for a free bold style of painting with fluid paints like bottled acrylics or inks.

Bright brushes: Two bristle lengths are available, short bright and bright.  Brights provide better control of brush strokes than flats but are best for thick paints like oils, alkyds or tube acrylics.

Round brushes: There are two types -- Dome and Pointed. These are excellent for watercolors or other thinned paint. Dome rounds are sometimes used for blending.
Filbert brushes: Three lengths: short, regular and extra-long. Like a flat but with rounded edges.
Cat’s Tongue: a type of filbert but is more pointed.

Fan blender: Named for the shape and can be used for either oil or acrylic depending on the bristles.
Badger Blender: So named because this animal hair was traditionally used for blending.  Substitute hairs are used today to curb expense.

Stencil brushes: made with dome or flat tops.

Script or Lettering brushes: long bristle liner brushes

Angle brushes: a flat or bright that is not straight across but angled.  It is good for cutting in edges.

Mop brushes: soft, absorbent hair used to refine blending or in painting with fluid watercolor washes.

Flat or Oval or Pointed wash brush: Three shapes of wash brushes used for watercolor or fluid paints.

Spotting or Retouch brush: Just small, short bristled, round  brushes.
Liner Brush: Long, thin,  round brush for painting lines.

Angular Fitch and Chiseled Fitch brushes: In this case the brush is not named for the animal hair but the shape is narrow at the ferrule with a large tip.

Watercolor brushes: Generally, the bristles have a longer tuft length than brushes for oil or acrylic. They are usually sable but can be synthetic.
